EDITORIAL

W

hile the world is celebrating the Christmas and the New Year, much of the northern part
of British island is struggling against vagaries of weather. Six Atlantic storms hit the
island nation within a span of four weeks. On Christmas Day, the historic city of York was
ÀRRGHGDIWHUWZRRILWVULYHUWKH)RVVDQG2XVHEXUVWWKHLUEDQNV/DNKVRISHRSOHDUHVWLOO
stranded. The government is facing the fury of people. But, the government is caught midZD\7KHJRYHUQDQFHVWUXFWXUHLVVRPXFKVSOLWDQGFDWHJRUL]HGWKDWLWEHFRPHVGLI¿FXOWIRU
different bodies to go beyond its domain and work for redressing the issue in its entirety. Andy
-RKQVWRQ&KLHI2SHUDWLQJ2I¿FHU/RFDO*RYHUQPHQW,QIRUPDWLRQ8QLWDGPLWWHGLQDVLJQHG
piece in the British newspaper, Telegraph³7KHJRYHUQDQFHRIÀRRGLQJLQ(QJODQGDQG:DOHV
LVDPHVV'LIIHUHQWERGLHVDUHUHVSRQVLEOHGHSHQGLQJRQZKHWKHUWKHÀRRGLQJLVIURPDODUJH
river, a small river, a ditch, ground water or heavy rain. To add to the complexity water doesn’t
VWDQGVWLOODQGFDQÀRZLQWRVHYHUDOGLIIHUHQWMXULVGLFWLRQVLQRQHDIWHUQRRQ6RÀRRGZDWHU
PD\VWDUWLQDIDUPHU¶V¿HOGFURVVDURDGZKLFKLVWKHUHVSRQVLELOLW\RIWKH+LJKZD\V$JHQF\
enter a culvert owned by a water company into a main river which is the responsibility of the
(QYLURQPHQW$JHQF\WKHQMRLQDÀRRGHGFLW\FHQWUHFDXVHGE\KHDY\UDLQDQGWKHUHIRUHWKH
responsibility of the local authority.”
%ULWLVKHUVGLVSOD\HGSULGHLQWKHLUHI¿FLHQWSXEOLFVHUYLFHV\VWHP%XWDSURORQJHGURXJK
weather has exposed the loopholes of the administrative system. When the British administration
was taking roots in India and elsewhere, the radicality in governance was epitomized by the
apparatus of ‘section’. While going through administrative record of the British India, I could
not trace the usage of this term in administrative organization till 1858. But, suddenly the term
appears in the Indian Penal Code (IPC) in 1860. IPC comprises of sections. So much was the
DSSHDODQGHI¿FDF\RI³Section” that it spread across the governance spectrum within next
few decades. Section was the ultimate panacea for modern administrative organization. The
RI¿FHVKDGWKHEDVLFIXQFWLRQDOXQLWVNQRZQDVVHFWLRQKHDGHGE\WKH6HFWLRQ2I¿FHU,QWKH
schools, classes were sub-divided into sections. Similarly, at the smallest level, railway zones
were divided into Sections. Section was the organizing unit in army organization, and in police
organization.
The term, Section, came in vogue during 1550s, and derived from Latin term, sectionem
(nominative sectio) “a cutting, cutting off, division.” The stem is “secare” “to cut,” from
root “sec”- “cut”. Whenever ‘Sec’ stem is used, it denotes the ‘‘parting or cutting off”. One
can derive the usage from the series of words like secession, separate, sedition, select, segregate.
Interestingly, all these terms are also connected with modern government.

Likes of Andy Johnston are only reiterating the practical constraints of the governance
structure which British established long back. The British policy makers themselves have
realized the incompatibility of ‘section’ as an apparatus to handle the 21st century governance.
There is lot of innovative suggestions coming under the rubric of ‘‘shared services”. The reverse
journey of administrative apparatus from division to sharing is now the latest buzzword in the
UK public service system.
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The Britishers have introduced the Next Generation Shared Services (NGSS) in the
EDFN RI¿FH WUDQVDFWLRQDO VHUYLFHV OLNH +5 3D\UROO )LQDQFH DQG 3URFXUHPHQW 6LQFH VPDOO
departments were not cost-effective, it was decided to share some of the services with other
departments.
Since India inherits much of the British architecture of governance, it is imperative upon
our policy makers to move from the paradigm of “section” towards paradigm of “sharing” to
handle the emergent complexities of 21st century governance. This ought to be replicated in
academics where the division and sub-division of domains have led to such an absurd state of
affairs that no integrated vision can be propounded.
The Journal of Indian Research, since its inception, is harping upon synthetic tradition of
knowledge rather than merely analytic tradition. We hope to continue our endeavour in the
future and request academic fraternity to share their wisdom and innovative thoughts on this
platform.
– Niraj Kumar
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